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Theresa's intentions are really unimpeachable/' he
wrote to Klinggraeffen, " the time has come for her to
say so. If, however, she sends me another answer as
vague as the vision of an oracle, her silence will confirm
my fears concerning the dangerous schemes she is
plotting against me with Russia. The consequences will
be her own fault. I call upon heaven to witness that
I shall be innocent of the disaster which will follow."
Frederick's statesmanship was obviously maturing;
he no longer intended to strike his enemy boldly, damning
the consequences. He was older now, and more experi-
enced, and he was hoping to place the burden of war
guilt on his opponent. He joined the outcry of the
rulers and statesmen of Europe, who all declared that
" they wanted nothing more ardently than peace."
Frederick published in Berlin a " Declaration of the
motives which have obliged His Majesty, the King of
Prussia, to prevent the designs of the Court of Vienna,"
for he had decided to delay no longer. On August 29,
1756. he " burst into Saxony " with 70,000 men on his
way to Bohemia, occupied Dresden, and surrounded the
Saxon troops who had retreated to the fortress of Pirna.
The war, which was to last for seven years, had begun.
" The Seven Years War," as Professor Wolfgang
Windelband points out, " was the first European War
in the sense that all the states which we now include
in Greater Europe were involved. None of the Great
Powers and few of the smaller states were able to remain
aloof from these hostilities. The object (the American
continent) about which France and England were really
fighting, caused this war to affect not only Europe, but
every part of the WQirl<J wh$re Europeans had settled/'

